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Celebration in West Allis
Community gathers to mark 50 years

On Monday, Jan. 10, Aurora West Allis Medical
Center hosted over 75 guests, including state and
local officials, system and site leadership, board
members, caregivers, volunteers, retirees and
neighbors, to a kick-off ceremony celebrating the
hospital's 50th anniversary. The event is the first in a
series of celebratory events that will continue through
2011.
Rick Kellar, vice president and chief administrative
officer, welcomed visitors with a presentation
celebrating the people and events that helped shape
and nurture Aurora West Allis.
"While responsibility for oversight of the hospital has
changed over the years from the City of West Allis - to
an independent hospital corporation - to Aurora
Health Care, all have been faithful stewards of the
vision of those who created the hospital," Rick said.
"Many of you here this afternoon have played key
roles in fulfilling the hospital's mission to our
community, helping us advance the quality and scope
of services the hospital provides to the community,"
Rick said. "For your commitment, advocacy,
leadership and support, I want to thank you on behalf
of our patients, their families, and our caregivers."
Joseph Kempen, chairman of the board, also spoke
at the event, as well as West Allis Mayor Dan Devine,
who presented Rick with a plaque acknowledging the
hospital's commitment to community
health. Wisconsin State Sen. Leah Vukmir, West Allis
Municipal Judge Paul Murphy, City Administrative
Officer Paul Ziehler, Alderman Richard Narlock and
other civic officials attended the event.
Following the presentation, guests enjoyed a dessert
reception that included coffee, 50th anniversary
cookies and a decorated cake in the shape of the
hospital.
Throughout 2011, Aurora West Allis will be
celebrating with a series of monthly events, activities,
and onsite displays. Hospital administration has also
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launched a tribute website to archive historical
photos, article clippings, personal stories and other
memorabilia. Join the celebration today at
www.aurora.org/westallis50!
Photo caption (from top): Chief Administrative
Officer Rick Kellar, left, and West Allis Mayor Dan
Devine; Allan McPhedran, food services supervisor,
serves up the "hospital cake" for guests; Jeanne
Clark, community education supervisor, coordinated
the Jan. 10 event.
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